Carbon Offset Project Profile

MAURITIUS: SOLAR POWER
Solar energy plays a significant role in reducing greenhouse gas emissions as well as the emission of
harmful air pollutants such as sulphur and nitrous oxides. The success of the project will continue to help
in promoting renewable energy use for a cleaner future while diversifying Mauritius’s current energy mix.
Each solar panel consists of many photovoltaic
cells containing silicon and conductors which
convert photons from sunlight into direct
current electricity. This electricity flows to an
inverter where the direct current electricity is
converted to alternate current electricity which
can be used by households. All electricity
is fed into the grid for use by households
and industry. The project activity involves a
greenfield installation, meaning that there was
no electricity generation at the site prior to the
project’s implementation. As such, all power
generated is responsible for the displacement
of energy that would otherwise have been
provided from the combustion of fossil fuels.

Key Facts:
Location: Mauritius
Project type: Renewable Energy
Project standard: VC Standard
Total emission reductions: 22,226 t CO2e p.a.
Project start date: February 2014
Project partner:
Saroko Pvp Co Ltd
Validator:
Carbon Check (Pty) Ltd
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Technology brief – how it works
La Ferme - Bambous Solar Photovoltaic Power Plant consists of the construction and operation of a
greenfield 15.2 MW solar photovoltaic power plant in Eau Bonne, Bambous (Mauritius). It involves
the setting up of photovoltaic panels which will capture solar energy and convey such energy to the
convertor station in order to produce electricity exported to the national grid.
Electricity in Mauritius is mainly generated from coal and heavy fuel oil, which is the baseline scenario
and can also be considered as the scenario prior to the implementation of the project activity leading to
considerable greenhouse gas emissions. The project activity undertaken by project promoter SARAKO
will therefore substitute grid electricity by clean and renewable energy, and cut down GHG emissions.
Apart from emission reductions, the benefits of the project comprise, among others, improvement of
energy self-sufficiency of the country, as well as creation of local employment.

Sustainability benefits
The project will provide the following benefits to the Bambous village on the whole:
•

Creation of direct and indirect employment

•

Corporate Social Responsibilities of SARAKO PVP Co.Ltd towards the local community of Bambous

•

The immediate upgrading of avenue Centrale, together with the provision of roadside drains.

•

Creation of a buffer zone of an approximate dimension of 50 metres and green belt as well.

•

The site would become an attractive and interesting venue for students and tourists.

•

The village of Bambous could become more visible as this project is the first of its kind in Mauritius.

•

The existing access to La Ferme would not be restricted.
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